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Next year will be the 100th anniversary since 



T h e  t h i r t y  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s t a r t  o f  b u s i n e s s  w a s  t h e  a g e  o f  • b u i l d i n g  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a  c h e m -i c a l  m a n u f a c t u r e r . Ž  S u m i t o m o  F e r t i l i z e r  W o r k s  w a s  f o u n d e d  t o  p r e v e n t  p o l l u t i o n  c a u s e d  b y  s u l f u r  d i o x i d e  g a s  e m i s s i o n s  f r o m  c o p p e r  s m e l t i n g .  I t s  f i r s t  p r o d -u c t s  w e r e  s u l f u r i c  a c i d  a n d  c a l c i u m  s u p e r p h o s p h a t e .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  n e w  t e c h n o l o g y  l e d  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a m m o n i a ,  n i t r i c  a c i d ,  m e t h a n o l ,  f o r m a l i n ,  a n d  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  c h e m i c a l s ,  f o r m i n g  a  d i v e r s e  p r o d u c t  r a n g e  a n d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  a  c h e m i -c a l  m a n u f a c t u r e r .

D u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  S u m i t o m o  C h e m i c a l  e n t e r e d  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  p e t r o c h e m i c a l s  a n d  f i n e  c h e m i -

c a l s .  I n  1 9 4 4 ,  S u m i t o m o  C h e m i c a l  m e r g e d  w i t h  J a p a n  
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Masaya Suzuki
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adhering to this principle. Taking responsibility to 

resolve environmental problems and contributing to 









16



17





19

Sumitomo Chemical 100 Years



20

Start of the Business
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Postwar Restart
The Torishima Plant for pharmaceutical pro-

duction was completely destroyed during the war. 
Reconstruction was energetically undertaken to 
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Higashi Yodogawa Plant in Osaka for formulation (1947-1962) Note: Proportion is to total Sumitomo Chemical sales
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Polyethylene plant (Ehime)

BTX plant and styrene monomer plant (Chiba)

Start-up ceremony for ethylene plant in Chiba
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Plant for Meropen active ingredients (Oita)
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Company name Founded CapitalSumitomo Chemical 
ownership (%) Main crops

SUMIKA FARM Nagano May 2009 113.5 100%* Strawberries

SUMIKA FARM Oita Dec. 2009 300.0 100%* Tomatoes
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the World Health Organization (WHO) as a •long-last-
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Change and Innovation„for the next hundredth 
anniversary

In the FY 2013-2015 medium-term corporate 
business plan, under the new slogan of •Change 
and Innovation„for the next hundredth anniversaryŽ 
Sumitomo Chemical will promote change and innova-
tion in the three areas of business structure, business 
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reinforcing its safety culture and enhancing safety 
assurance capabilities.
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Medium-term Economic Forecast and 
Activities of Group Companies: China

The twelfth five-year plan (2011-2015) by the 
Chinese government had a goal of 7% average 
annual growth for real GDP. From 2016 onward, 
however, it is expected that China will have difficul-
ty maintaining this steady growth and see a gentle 
decline in pace.
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Medium-term Economic Forecast and 
Activities of Group Companies:  
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The Sumitomo Spirit and Sumitomo Chemical•s 
Business Philosophy
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